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75 9 Know ao by what tnfarta- 
ion it is, that ſome, who 

2 profe ſs to be fencere Friends 
20 the Chriſtian Religion, affet at 
the ſame Time to forbid us, in religi- 
ous Matters, the U, Tſe of Reaſon. 
Have they read à late Pampblet, en- 
titled Chriſtianity not founded on 
Argument, or do they ſee the Conſe- 


quence of their own Principle? — 


But how can one uſe Reaſon with thoſe 
who diſclaim the Uſe of it ! I hope 
theſe People are no Traitors; 2 1 
am ſure they are miſerable Friends : 
Non tali auxilio nec defenſoribus iſtis 


Tempus eget præſens. | 
ent For 


PREFACE. 


For my part, I think it becomes every 
— Clergyman, that would preſerve any 
Character 20 Religion among} his 
People, to declare againſt ſuch Pro- 
ceedings : And I print this Sermon 
. as my Declaration, that all true Re- 
ligion is founded in Nature, and that 
the Chriſtian admits of the ſtrongeſt 
Defence from Reaſon : And I will 
add further, that it can ſubſiſt by 
none, but what {hall be ultimately 
reaſonable Proofs. This Sermon, 1 
am perſuaded, will make good the For- 

mer part of my Aſertion ; and I am 
ready, where it ſhall be neceſſe ary, #s 

defend the latter. 


PSAL, 


p 8A L IViil. IT. 


Co that a Man hall ay, V. erily av 
ig a Reward for the Righteous; ves 


rily be is a GOD chat judgeth rhe 
Earth *, 


| 118 | 
725 E viſible Diſorder and Irregu- 

tlarity that appear in the Diſtri- 
D $ bution of the good and cyil 

Things belonging to this Life, 
led ſome of the Philoſophers of the Heathen 
World to doubt whether there were a Gon; 
and if there was, whether he had the Care 
and Direction of human Affairs. They 
thought that the Cries of the Miſerable, the 


The Original is otherwiſe paving in the Common-Prayer 
Tranſlation: So that a Man ſhall Jay, Vorily there is a'Re- 


ward for the R ighteous 3 ; Pere gy * is 4 60 that 
Judgeth the Earth. 
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Violence of Oppreſlors, the Wants and 


Wailings of ſome, the Cruelty and Injuſtice 


of others, were Objects too odious to be 
beheld by any Power that ruled above; and 
that the Gops (whether one or many) * con- 
fined themſelves within the Limits of their 
native Heaven, that they might not be di- 
ſturbed with the offenſive Sight of this mi- 
ſerable and wicked World. 

Tae Fews themſelves had not on this 
Head the cleareſt and beſt-grounded Notions 


of the Wiſdom and Juftice of the Almighty, 


Their Royal Fſalmiſt ſeemed to want Sa- 
tisfaction upon the Subject; even in this 
Pſalm he requireth ſome manifeſt Stroke of 
Divine Vengeance to be inflicted on the Wic- 
ked, as a Teſtimony that Gop regarded the 


Righteous. 


THE ſame Doubtfulneſs 2 * and 


Greeks, concerning the Providence of God, 


one would think proceeded from the ſame 


Cauſe, the Ignorance of a Future State. So 


.L ͤ Hemes crete of 
Immortali zvo ſumma cum pace fruatur, &. Luc. 


Hebræum illud r [D NAV TOIPRD licet ad 


ſententiam Epicureorum Phraſi accedere videatur, ſenſu tamen 
longe abhorret, utpote de Deo alios beante, non fibi conſu- 


long 
U 


rbe Univerſity of Oxro Rb. 
long as this remained a Secret, the Caſe we 
are debating was no doubt miſerably perplex- 
ed and difficult, plain Facts daily contradicting 
the moſt plauſible and beſt- grounded Reaſon- 
ings in favour of Divine Providence. It 
was no hard Matter to prove that there was 
a Gop, and that he judged the World in 
Righteouſneſs; but then one ſingle Inſtance 
of proſperous Iniquity overthrew the Proof, 
and laid ſuch a Stumbling-block in the way 
of thoſe who looked no farther than the 
Preſent Life, as could never be ſurmounted. 
Had Men reaſoned rightly, a Future State 
ſhould have been the Conſequence inferred 
from this irregular Management of Things; 
and this Conſequence being gained, would 
have cleared the many and convincing Ar- 
guments for Gop's Providence from all Ob- 
jection. But the Doctrine of a Future State 
being advanced with Diffidence, till he, who 
brought Life and Immortality to Light 
through the Goſpel, declared it openly; the 
Ways of Heaven remained till his Time fo 
dark and intricate, that a great Part of Man- 1 
kind (like the Pſalmiſt in the Text) wanted 1 
the Divine Vengeance to be ſignally exerted | 
B 2 -,»- * MOU 
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upon the Wicked, before they. could pro- 
nounce that there was a Reward for the 
Righteaus, or a GOD that judged the 
Earth. 

We do not, like them, affirm theſe 


Things conditionally, but in Terms the moſt 


direct and poſitive ; foraſmuch as we can 
make full Proof of Gop's wiſe and good 


Providence, and withal avoid the Objections 
which may ariſe from the Temporal Happi- 


neſs of wicked Men. 

Tur Words of the Text may be reſolved 
into three Propoſitions; and their Argu- 
ment, when they are ſet in a due Order (for 
ey depend one upon another) will be this: : 


SH „ 


155 Tuar THERE 1S A GOD; 

aby, THAT HE JUDGETH THE EARTH; 
34ly, THAT THERE 18 A Nn FOR 
- THE RIGHTEOUS. 


© I 8144LL prove each of theſe Propoſitions 
in their Order, and then conclude, with 
ſhewing the Influence, which the Belief of 
the BEING, and coop PRovIDENCE of GOD, 
and of a Furunx ; RETRIBUTION, will have 
upon our Lives and Practice, | 


Firſt, 


\ 


tie Univerſity of Oxr o W 
Firſt then, THERE 18 A 60d: 
IF, in proof of this, any rent be 


brought which others may have urged be⸗ 


fore, it is not therefore to be looked upon 
as leſs uſcful and convincing, In Defence 
of Religion we are not fo much concerned 
ro look for new Weapons, as good ones. 
It were indeed to be wiſhed, that in all 
Points of Moment, CHriſtians advanced one 


* 


irrefragable Argument, as near as poſſible 


in one received Form, as Mathematicians 


generally demonſtrate the ſame ne 
by the ſame Figure. 


Tax Word God, though in every body's | 


Mouth, ſeems not always to be underſtood 
alike. To trace it through different Lan- 
guages, would ſhew the Variety *-of Appel 


4 4 — 
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5p c aur 55 ve RX Hi. Ariſtot. De Mundo. It was owing no doubt 
to the Difficulty of expreſſing, by any one Word, the ſeveral 
Attributes of Gop, as well as to a Fear of miſcalling him, 
that the Pelaſgians, though they ſacrificed and prayed to 


the Divinity, never called him by any Name. The Theology 


of this People might have eontinued much purer, but that they 


went to enquire at Dodona (the Mother af Impoſture and re- 


ligious Deluſion) and were directed by the Oracle to uſe the 
Names of the Barbarian Gods. Eri & iN 5 75 
ore n me pet ney ey og 
pur Ixorre, e 79 warrior xpagar. Herod. Euterpe. N. 53. 
lations 
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lations that diffcrent People haye given the 
Supreme Being; ſome fixing upon one of 
his Attributes, ſome upon another, The 
Chriſtian Notion ſeems in general to be 
this: That zhere is one Being, the Cauſe of 
all, and Supreme over all, eternal in Du- 


ration, who preſerves and governs the 
Univerſe, 


THERE IS ONE BEING, THE CAUSE OF ALL, 
AND SUPREME OVER ALL, Cc. 


Evexr thing in the viſible Creation (from 
the Obſervation of which we mult begin our 
Reaſonings upon this Subject) conſeſſeth 
that it did not make itſelf, and acknow- 
ledgeth ſomething elſe for its Author, If 
we regard the ſcemingly immediate Cauſes 
of Things, ſuch as are of the ſame Species 
with the Thing produced, they till refer ys 
to a Superior, as being ſupported in their 
Cauſation by ſomething above themſelves, 
and aſſiſted by the Concurrence of Joint- 
Cauſes, which they have not at their own 
Command. There is not any Individual, 
of any Kind or Species, throughout the vi- 
ſible Creation, that can be ſaid to generate 

| of 


he Univerſity of Ox 8 08D. 
of itſelf another Individual of the. ſame 
Species. For Inſtance z Man cannot. be ſaid 
of his own Power to generate Man, or a 
Tree a Tree, or a Particle of Matter another 
Particle of Matter; becauſe there are more 
Things neceſſary to the Generation of theſe, 
than is in the Power of any of them. As 
to Things of the inviſible World, this is to 
be obſerved of them. Either that they bear 
a Reſcmblance in the Manner of their being 
produced to Things here in the viſible and 
terreſtrial World, or they do not: that is, 
they were cither framed immediatcly by 
ſome Being diſtinct from, and ſuperior to 
themſclves, or by a Concurrence of Cauſes, 
of which he was the Author and Director; 
or elſe they muſt be ſaid to have made 
_. themſelves. And if fo, then Proof of this 
muſt be given, and the Manner of it de- 
monſtrated, before ſuch an Opinion can be 
received. But if this cannot be done, then 
the ſeveral Hierarchies of Angels and Spirits 
of the inviſible World, muſt either be left 
out of the Queſtion, or the ſame muſt be 
concluded of them, as of Things which we 
ſee on Earth; namely, that there is not any 
Indi- 
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port of their Kind, it follows, that all Kinds 
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Individual, of any Kind or Species among 
them, that is able to produce of itſelf an- 
other Individual of the ſame Species. And 
then we may reaſon thus: That ſince it is 
not in the Power of Individuals, of any 
Kind throughout the Univerſe, purely of 
themſelves to generate others for the Sup- 


of Beings derive their Exiſtence from ſome- 


thing diſtin from themſelves; which 
Thing, becauſe it is diſtin from all Kinds, 


can be of no Kind. There is one Being 
therefore, the Cauſe of all. And farther, 


becauſe it is the, Cauſe of all, it muſt be Su- 


perior to all. But one Being, ſuperior to all 
Kinds of Beings, is one Supreme Being. 
There is therefore one Being, the . of 
«ll, and Supreme over all, 


| ETERNAL IN DURATION. 


Ir he were ever produced, he Was pro- 


e ſomething diſtinct from himſelf”: 
For every Production being an Effect, ſup- 
poſeth ſome out ward Cauſe ; but every Be- 


ing, of every Kind, that is diſtinct from the 
a Being, is inferior to him, and 
ſupported 


tbe Univerſity of Ox NORD. 

ſupported by him, and conſequently could 
not produce him. The Supreme Being 
therefore was never produced. But what 
was never produced, and yet is, it is evi- 
dent hath always been. The Supreme Being 
therefore hath exiſted from all Eternity, and 
ever will exiſt. . For the Reaſon why any 
thing decays, is becauſe it has not in itſelf 
a Priggiple of Exiſtence, but depends upon 
another Thing for its Support; which Sup- 
port being withdrawn, the Thing ſupportcd 
falls of courfe. But the Supreme Being, as 
he was never produced by any other Being, 
or ſupported by it, has in himſelf a Principle 
of Exiſtence, and conſequently. can be fub- 
ject to no Decay; but as he never could be 
produced, ſo can he never be deſtroyed. 


Taz SAME PRESERVES THE UNIVERSE. 


\/ FRoM the very Fountain that Things de- 
rive their Being, they derive their Preſerva- 
tion alſo ; as they are unable ro make, they 
arc unable to ſuſtain themſclves. There is 
a Neceſſity tor a Concurrence of the ſame 
Power to preſetve, that was wanted to 
ercate: For to preſerve, is to continue ſuch 

C a ſort 
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a ſort of Being to a Thing, as at its firſt 
ſetting out it had; or, to ſpeak more parti- 


cularly, adding ſuch Being to it every Mo- 
ment, as it had at its firſt Moment. But 


none but he, who is the Supreme Cauſe, 


could give a Thing the Being of its firſt Mo- 
ment; therefore none but he could give it 
the Being of its ſucceeding Moments. The 


Gift continuing the ſame, requires the ſame | 


Power in the Giver, which Power belongs 
to nonc but the Moſt _ who as he 
preſerves, ſo 


HE GCVERNS THE WORLD. 


Tax Word Government admits of diverſe 


Meanings. To govern, ſometimes ſuppoſes 


both the Power over a Thing, and the Di- 
rection of it; ſometimes the Power over a 
Thing, without the Direction. As the 
Things that compoſe the Univerſe are dif- 
ferent, Gop governs differently; ſometimes 
by one of theſe Methods, ſometimes by the 
other. Some Things are both under the 
Dominion and abſolute Direction of their 
Author; ſome again, according to their na- 


tural Tendencies and Powers, are left to di- 
| rect 


1 
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rect themſelves. The Creator exerciſes over 
theſe only a Government of Dominion. To 
ſay that he directed them in all Points, would 
be entirely falſe. Support them indeed he 
may, as he does all Things, however di- 
rected: But there is a wide Difference be- 
tween directing a Thing and ſupporting, it, 
perhaps under its own or another's Direction. 
For Inſtance : God may ſupport a Man, that 
is, ſupply him with Life and Strength; bur: 
how he will employ this Strength, reſults 
from the Man's own Choice and Determi- 
nation. The Supreme Being then governs 
the Univerſe on this wiſe : Things that are 
not Free- agents he hath the Power over, 
and in their natural and ſtated Courſes the 
Direction of; Things that are Free-agents 
he hath the Power over, but not the Di- 
rection of them, unleſs it be by Accident. 
That the Supreme Being ſhould have Domi- 
nion over all, is evident, becauſe he is the 
Support of all. It has been proved that he 
is the Creator and Preſerver of the Univerſe: 
Theſe Attributes imply the moſt abſolute 
Dominion; a Power of ſuſtaining or de! 
ſtroying; of correcting, altering, making or 
Go: C 2 unmaking. 
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unmaking. That beſide this Dominion over 
all, the Supreme Being has the Derection 
of many Things, is likewiſe evident, be- 
cauſe they are undirected in themſclves, and 
above the Capacity of other Powers to direct 
without his Concurrence. 

Ueo the whole then we may conclude, 

that there is one Being, the Cuuſe of. all, 

| and Supreme over all, eternal m Dura- 
1 tion, who preſerves, and governs the Uni- 
| verſe, All theſe Attributes are compre- 
| hended in the Notion of a Deity, and are 
underſtood when we ſay, that there is a Gob. 


| 
k 
| 
| 


AND now, having made Proof that there 
is a Gop, I proceed, 24ly, to the other | 
Point of Doctrine, to make it appear THAT- 
HE JUDGETH THE EARTH. | 

Ir is the Part of a Judge, to 3 be- 

| tween Good and Evil; to detcrmine Pu- 

| niſhment for the one, and a Reward for the 

other; or, if not a Reward, he muſt decree 

at leaſt for thoſe, who do well, Impunity 

and Safety; and where they have been in- 
jured, a Recompence. 


p Tr" 


GOD 


| 

| 
1 
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GOD JUDGETH THE Eanrn. 3 ; 

In our Notion of the Thing, the fiſt Step 
toward Judgment of any kind, is Appre- 
henfion ; and in Superior Beings there mult: 
be ſomething analogous to this Operation. 
IN order to prove then, that GOD 
judgeth the Earth, we mult firſt ſne w, that 
he underſtands, what is done upon Earth. 
To this end I ſhall make it appear, that 
God is an Intelligent Being, and that no 
Part of the World eſcapes his Intelligence. 
Gop hath created Man an Intelligent Crea- 


ture: If he himſelf be not Intelligent, then 


is he inferior to Man, a Creator leſs excel- 
lent than his Creature; which is a manifeſt 
Abſurdity, and implies that he is the Giver 
of better Gifts than, upon this Suppoſition, 
he would be able to beſtow. ' Gop there- 
fore is an Intelligent Being, and every where 
intelligent: For being Preſerver of the Uni- 
verſe, his wakeful Eye is over all his Works, 
and all their moſt minute Employments; in 
his Hand they are ſuſtained, and conſequently 
muſt be noted by him, and that in ſuch a 
manner as to be noted aright. It is not 


enough 
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enough to our preſent Purpoſe, to prove 
that Gop apprehends Things, unleſs we 
likewiſe prove that he apprehends them 
aright. From wrong Apprehenſion would 
ariſe falſe Judgment; and were the Judg- 
ment of Gop falſe Judgment, it would be 
much the fame to Mankind, as though he 
did not judge the World at all. It is there- 
fore neceſſary to ſhew, that there can be no 
ſych Thing as wrong Apprehenſion in Gop, 
A wrong Apprehenſion ariſcs from want of 
Penetration. It is impoſſible that Gon 
ſhould want Penetration: For ſuppoſing him, 
what we have proved him to be, an Intel- 
ligent Being, and capable of apprehending 
at all, it will appear that he apprehends in 
the greateſt Perfection; for as he is the 
Maker and Preſeryer of the Uniyerſc, there 
can be no Properties in Things but what he 
hath put into them, no Relations but what 
he muſt diſcern. If therefore he be ac- 
quainted with his own Actions, which every 
Intelligent Being muſt be, he muſt be ac- 

quainted likewiſe with the moſt ſecret Tex- 
ture, Qualities, and Relations of every thing 
that exiſts in Nature, ſince all theſe are no- 
| thing 
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thing but the Reſult of his own Actions, 


the Reſult of his being Creator and Pre- 
_ ſerver. Apprehending therefore at all, Gop 
neceſlarily apprehends aright, becaufe he ap- 
prehends every thing that can be appre- 
hended. 


(2) AND in this Situation he is not an 


idle Spectator, nor unconcerned whether 
what is done upon Earth be done this Way 
or that Way: But he hath preſcribed to the 
Inhabitants thereof a Rule of Action, which 
he preſcribed, if he had any right Appre- 


henſion in the Caſe, to this End and Pur- 


poſe, that it ſhould be complied with. It 
was neceſſary that he ſhould act in this 


Manner: For ſuch Beings through the Uni- 


verſe as are Free- agents, had they not been 
ſubjected to ſome. Rule of Action, but left 
to their own Diſpoſal, might have done 
Miſchief, without being accountable for it; 


which the Preſerver of the Univerſe, be- 


ing by his Character obliged, as far as was 
conſiſtent with the free Nature of theſe Be- 


ings, to prevent, he was therefore to ſet be- 
fore them ſome Rule or other, which 
Rule 
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Rule was evidently the Reaſon of Things: 
Foraſmuch as Gop hath made it diſcernible 
by Men, and it is, in fact, what ſome Men 
conduct themſelves . by. But what Men 
diſcern, and conduct themſelves by, is a 
Rule to Men; and he that made Men ca- 
pable of diſcerning it, hath made it a Rule 
to them. It is evident then, that Gop hath 


preſcribed to Men a Rule of Adion, upon 


the real Exiſtence of which depends the 
whole Queſtion of his judging the World. 
For if there was no Rule of Action pre- 
ſcribed, then it could never be broken or 
kept; neither could there be any ſuch Thing 
as Goop or EvIL, or any thing that might 
be a proper Object of Gad's Judgment. For 
the Deſign of Judgment being to reward 
Virtue, and puniſh Vice, ſuppoſing there 
were no Law, there could bc no ſuch Thing 
as Virtue or Vice, and conſequently nothing 


left for Judgment to procced upon, or any 


Place' for Reward or Puniſhment. But a 
Rule of Action being ſuppoſed, the Queſti- 
ons then to be debated, for determining the 
Point before us, will be theſe that follow: 


\ 1/t, 
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1, Wurrnn this Rule of Action be 
obeyed by ſome, and diſobeyed by 
others? | 

2dly, Wuertiek G05 regatds this Obe- 
dience and Diſobedience? 

34h, Waernes, regarding them, he de- 
termines the formet to be worthy of 


a Rewatd, and the latter of Puniſh- 
ment? 


Tuxsx Queſtions being cleared, and ſtated 
in the Affirmative, it will be cvident that 
Gop judgeth the Earth. 

For determining the firſt Queſtion, NHe- 
ther the Reaſon of Things be obeyed by 


ſome, and diſobeyed by others? we need 


only appeal to daily Experience to be ſatiſ- 


fied ; whether there be not ſome People, 


who conduct themſelves, for the moſt: part, 
| in Obedience to the natural Relations they 

ſtand in to Gor, and Man, that is, piouſly 
and reverently to their Cteator, juſtly and 
inoffenſively to their Fellow-Creatures? and 
whether, on the contrary, there be not 
.others, who behave without any Regard to 
him, who confeſſedly made them, and with 


D Violence 


17 


* _ 


* 
—_ ww. toe. . 


A*SERMON preached before 

Violence and Injuſtice to ſuch of their own 
Species, as deſerve at their Hands Offices of 
quite a different Nature. If this be anſwer- 
ed according to Fact and Experience, then 
may we conclude, that the Reaſon of Things 
is, obeyed by ſome amongſt Men, and diſ- 
obeyed by others. 

Tur next Queſtion ** Whether GOD 
, this Obedience or Diſobedience ? It 
may be affirmed that he does, in conſequence 
of What has been before proved, that he is an 
Antelligent Being, and neceſſarily regards every 
thing that paſſes throughout the Univerſe. 

So that the only remaining Queſtion will 
be, Whether, regarding the Obedience and 
Diſobedience of Auen to the Reaſon of 
Things, GOD determines the former to 
be worthy of | ſome kind of Reward, ny 
the latter of Puniſhment? _ 
Thx Proof for the Queſtion is on this 
A Fee 

+. Go propoſed the Reaſon of Things as a 
Lad to Men, or Rule of Action; he pro- 

poſed it likewiſe, in order to have it obeyed. 

But if Obedience be in his Judgment not 
to be rewarded, nor Diſobedience to be 

| puniſhed, 
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puniſhed, there is no Reaſon why this 1 


ſhould be obeyed: For if Men are to be in 


the ſame State, whether they obey or diſ- 
obey, it muſt be indifferent to them which 
Way ſoever they act; there will be no Rea- 
ſon for their Obedience. But Gop propoſed 
this Law, in order to have it obeyed ; he 
therefore (ſuppoſing him to have a right Ap- 
prehenſion in all Things) muſt propoſe, at 
the ſame time, ſome Reaſon for obeying. 
But there is no Reaſon why Men ſhould 
obey, if their State is not to be ſomehow 
affected by Reward or Puniſhment. Gop 
muſt therefore have intended Rewards and 
Puniſhments; and of conſequence, in caſe 
of Obedience, muſt determine to reward, 
as in caſe of Diſobedience to puniſh; ſince 


theſe Things are by Nature connected with 


the Being and Enforcement of every Law, 
and arc the only Reaſons why Men ſhould 
at one Way, rather than another.. 


Uro the whole then it is evident, that 
Gop judgeth the World, that is, he diſcerns 


between the Good and Evil tranſatted in 
it, and determines the former to be worth 7 
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of a Reward, and the latter 70 defered 
Puniſhment. 


f W E may therefore now, , upon theſe 
Grounds and Principles, proceed to the third 
Thing propoſed, and ſhew that 


THERE 1s A REWARD FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, 


As Gop dctermines a Reward for them, 
there can be no doubt but that they will 
reccive it, The grand Objection is raken 
from hence; Rewards and Puniſhments arc 
not always immediately connected with 
Obedience and Diſobedience. It happens 
in the Courſe of the World, that very good 
Men meet with very unfavourable and inju- 
rious Treatment, and very bad Men, on 
the contrary, with much of carthly Happi- 
neſs. Of this our Fellow-Creatures being 


in great meaſure the Inſtruments, it really 


could not be expected, as far as they are 
concerned, that Things ſhould proceed very 
regular and even; ſince Men were conſti- 


tuted free Creatures, and at LIBERTY to 


behave as the Reaſon of Things ſuggeſted, 
ot to let it alone, if through PERVERSENESS 
" they 


. A — 
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they ſhonld chooſe it. But without debating 


the Canſe of it, which would be beſide the 
preſent Queſtion, that the State of Things | 


is as juſt now repreſented; we agree but 
that it is any Objection to the Doctrine here 
advanced, or a Proof that Gop will not re- 
ward the Righteous, we 'abſolutely deny. 
The Obſervation in itſelf is true, but the 
Application of it is wrong. The propet 
Uſe to be made of it will evidently appear, 


as we- proceed farther in the Diſcuſſion of 


this Subject. | 

LET it be obſerved in the firſt Place, that 
if the Righteous, on - the whole, are not 
treated as their Caſe requires, and in the 
Manner that we have proved Gop has deter- 
mined, that they ſhould be treated, that then 


the contrary muſt proceed from ſome of 


theſe Cauſes : from ſome Changeableneſs in 
the Jopee, or in the Casr of the Righteous, 
who are to be judged; or if not from theſe, 
then from ſome Want of Ability in Gon 
to execute his Purpoſe; bur if not from 
that, then can the contrary never be at all, 
but the Righteous mutt be rewarded. For 
what Gop hath once willed, if he continue 

| to 
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to will it, and be able withal to bring it to 
paſs, he will moſt. aſſuredly bring to pals. 
There is nothing. farther neceſſary to the 
making a future Action certain, than an 


unalterable Will to do it, and a perfect Abi- 


lity of doing it. 
Io begin with our firſt Enquiry: If Gon 


5 be mutable, then can he change his Cha- 


racter, and be what he is not. The Cha- 
racter he beats is that of a diſcerning Being, 
obſervant of Right and Wrong, and juſt in 
his Determinations: But if he be change- 
able, he may ceaſe to be a diſcerning Being, 
ceaſe to be Obſervant of Right and Wrong, 
ccaſc to be juſt in his Determinations, 1. e. 
he may become an undiſcerning Being, un- 


obſervant of Right and Wrong, and unjuſt 
in his Determinations. Now, if this were 


poſſible, it would be poſſible that there 
ſhould be another GoD: For the good Be- 
ing we have been deſcribing on this Sup- 
poſition may ceaſe to be; but it hath been 
proved * that he will exiſt for ever; of 


conſequence then he cannot ccaſe to be, 
cannot become another Gop, and therefore 
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cannot change. Then, if the rw of the 
THING continue' the ſame, in Hix 
JuDGMENT cannot vary; and * the Caſe 
of the Righteous, it is unalterable. 


Ricar and WRoNs are eternal in their 


Natures, that is, what hath been once right 
can never become wrong, and what hath 
been once wrong can never become right; 
but they will for ever remain diſtinct, nor 
ever can be varied: What hath been once 
right then, no TIME or DURATION: can 
alter. This may be demonſtrated likewiſe 
from the Nature of an Acriox, which is 
ſuch, that one and the ſame numerical Ac- 
TION cannot be done two different Ways, 
nor twice over. The Nature of an AcTION 
therefore being unalterable, the Nature of 


a RIGHT Acriod will be unalterable; and 


what hath been once due to one or more 
RIGHT ACTIONS, if not diſcharged, will be 
for ever due to them ; and if ever they me- 


rited a Reward' from Gop, till it be given 


they will continue to merit it. The Caſe 
of the Righteous then, like him that judg- 
eth it, is wnalterable ; and Gop having de- 


termined a Reward for the Righteous, there 


can 
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as; be no ſuch Thing as a Change in that 


Determination ; Nothing therefore can hin- 


der the Intention of Gop, to reward or 


puniſh, except it be Fant of Power to 
perfotm it. I ſuppoſe it will be allowed, 
that there are, or may be, Things which 
would make the Righteous happy, were 
they in Poſſeſſion of them. Now, that 
Gop has the Diſpoſal of all theſc Things is 
evident, becauſe they are all of his MAKING, 
all ſubſiſt by him and in him, as in their 
Causs and Aurhon; and may be detived 


wherever he pleaſes, to ſuch Objects as are ca- 
pable of receiving them: and it is as evident 


that he has the ſame Power over the Object 
that he beſtows upon, as over the Thing that 
he beſtows; and can, where there is Rea- 


ſon, prepare the one for the Reception of 
the other. 


HxRk then is the Point ſcttled, and un- 


deniable Proof given, from the moſt rati- 
- onal and undoubted Principles, that GOD 


WILL CERTAINLY REWARD THE RIGHTE- 
ous. But when, or where ? ſome one 
may ſay. Not in his Life We allow it: 


But then ne Conſequence is, that there is 


another 


. ; s 
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another Life after this; which (ſuppc | 


the CerTaintY of a Reward, and withal, 


its not being given here) follows more un- 
deniably than many Things which, in point 
of Science, we ptide ourſelves. upon ; more 
undeniably, for Inſtance, than it can follow, 
from the juſteſt CALCULATION, that a PLA- 
NET ſhall be removed to another Part of its 
Orbit, and approach ſo much nearer its 
Sun at ſome TiME HENCE, becauſe ſo far 
diſtant from it at the TIME PRESENT, For 
there is no abſolute Neceſlity, that we can 
ke, why the heayenly Body mentioned, 
ſhould not be abſorpt in Ruin, and blotted 
from the Skies, before it hath reached the 
PoinT propoſed, without ever being re- 


newed again : But that the Sons of Men - 


ſhould be reſerved to the great PERIOD of a 
juſt and equal Retribution, through what- 
ſocver Changes they may paſs, is as neceſ- 


ſary, as that Gep exiſts, and is connected 


with 'the very Being of him, who governs 
and ſupports the World. So that the CER- 
TAINTY of God's judging the World, be- 


cauſe his AwARDS are not in this Life, in- 


fers the CERTAINTY of a Future State, 
f 4 = 0 E - where 
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where there ſhall be A REWARD- FOR THE 
RIGHTEOUS. : 


Ap now, having proved THAT THERE 
is a GOD, THAT HE JUDGETH THE EARTH, 
AND WILL REWARD THE RIGHTEOUS, I pro- 
ceed to ſhew, what Influetice this Doctrine, 
if firmly believed, muſt have upon out 
PRACTICE. TH 

(i) In the firſt Place, it is an irreſiſtible 
Motive to an holy Life: For if God judg- 
eth the World, in order to feward or puniſh, 
then, as it is every Man's Care to endeavour 
ro be rewarded, and avoid being puniſhed, 
it will be every Man's Care, that is con- 
vinced of this Article, to endeavour to lead 
an holy Life. 433 
(.) In the Courſe of which it will make 
him patient and perſevering : For though 
Obſtacles be thrown in his Way, and certaih 
diſcouraging Circumſtances ſutround him, 
yet it takes a good deal away from the 
rough Appearance of an Evil; to be ſatif. 
fied, that it will be over. balanced by a cer- 
tain Good, and that, in the end, we ſhall be 
far from Loſers. at | 


(3) Tais 
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(3) Tris Perſuaſion will keep us from 
entertaining any unfavourable Thoughts of 
GOD's Providence, which may ariſe from 
our own Sufferings, or the ſeemingly un- 
deſerved Sufferings of others : For if they 
cannot be attributed to any Injuſtice or Cru- 
elty on the Part of Gop, then they muſt be 
accounted for ſome other Way, and eſteemed 
not, what they appear to be, Evils, but ne- 
ceſſary and fatherly Corrections; or given 

by way of Trial, to work out for us a more 
exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. For 
ſtrict Juſtice is always exact in its Retribu- 
tions; and the more we ſuffer for a good 
p the more largely will he repay it. 

(4) Laſtly, Tux Belief of the ſeveral 
1 1 afore mentioned, THAT THERE 18 
A GOD, rar HE JUDGETH THE EARTH, 
AND REWARDETH THE RIGHTEOUS, admis 
nifters a world of Comfort on the Bed of 
Death; it aſſures the departing Perſon of 
the IMMORTALITY of the SOUL, and deli- 
vers him from one of his greateſt TERRORSs, 
the FEAR of falling into NoTaING : For 
were he whally to die, he could not remain 


* be Judged did not the Soul ſurvive the 
| Body's 
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Bady's. Diſſolution, Gap could never paſ 
Sentence upon him, . becauſe. the whole 
Creature would be ſunk away, and periſhed 
from his Preſence. It muſt be unſpeakable 
Satisfaction to a Perſon, to retain with him, 
in that dark Moment, when the Soul ho- 
vers on the Brink of Neath, a firm Perſua- 
ſion, that he hath not acted a good Part in 


vain, that all his Struggles have been re- 


garded, and that he is not now, after all, 
to be unmercifully ęxtinguiſted, but re- 
moved out of the Reach of farther Conflicts, 
till he ſhall have received the Crown of 
GLory. Theſe are the Sentiments which, 
in a good Man, wul naturally reſult from 
the BELIEF of a Gop, his PRovIDENCE, and 
a. FUTURE STATE of Rewards and Puniſb- 
ments. May this BELIEF abide by us, and 
produce that Holineſs of Life which, when 


we come to die, may encourage us chear- 
fully to meet our Fate, and reſign our Breath 


in Peace, expecting the coming of our Rx- 
DEEMER. | 
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